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Dear fellow member,

t 18 always interesting - providing one has .

the time = to look for references to the world

of cycles and cyelists in the national press;

I am thinking now not of journalistic attempts ot Peporting the compet-
etive side of the pastime, but the reports of everyday things about the
cyeling public as a whole., We are often not thought of a great deal -

and when we are there 18 often not o great deal thought of us: we read
distorted accounts of accident cases concerning cyclists, of "off-side- .
door " misdemeanoure where the motorist gets all the®sympathy. We read -
of the cycling menace on the roads, and the danger of the child-cyeclist,
All these things occur far too frequently, and when they do they are:
well and properly fought by those powers who are on the look-out for .
them, However, it i8 pleasing to come-acros8s something different for .|
a change, ond what I found more than interesting recently was  the .report .
of a "stolen bicycle" case. I must admit o having forgotten the real
"meat" of the business, but there was a lot of talk about cycle frome
numbere, and this time ~ plory be - the judge was genuinely interested
and really with us. One c¢f his remarks has festered thig editoriall

s

s

he is reportéd to have said “'I've just bought bicycles for myztwo'child%: 

of the frame numbers" - (or something like thot).

PEII, you are probably thinking, what's an-interegtingf

“obout that? Well, I wander how many of us know the frame numbers  of. our:

mochines; and if one of them were whisked illegitimotely awayy I wonder
how many of us would even haove a note of the number.. Not many, I 'betd

And there the interest lies, for there i8 o means of having the number ..

. ren, and as soon g8 I return home I must make sure that they make o note

|

- and, paradoxicdllyy if you had thet means you wou ldn 't be bothéring
much about the number - INSURE THE BICYCLE, That’s not such o 8tartling

- etatement, I suppode, but 1% is remarkable how many cyclists are riding

quite. expensive machines -~ often the only one they possess .~ without any
form of ineurcnce coverage. We have hod no less than three ‘ccgses of. -

atolen bicycles in our oun elub during the last two yeors, and, I believe, :

able., How much more satisfactory if they had been insured, :

not one of them was insured. Their loss wes total ond quite irrecover-

More serious still is the coneiderable lack of Third.
Party Insurance cover. Licbility in a Third Porty case con run inbo
quite a lorge sum, and in the 1ight of o recent cage of an accident .
during o time=trial the R.T.T.C have themselves heen taking this matter
very seriously. The rider in guestion had no ingurance cover 0t alle

~And yet it is all 8o very simple. . Insurance ecomponies
and most of the notional cycling bodies will effect any form of cover
both to maohine ond rider, membership of the C.I'.C means automatic Third
Party cowver ito a total of £1,000, and one of our younger members” (who se
bread ond butter 13 insurance) i8 often to be seen waving insurance
Forme around the clubroom for the benefit of memberse And remember,
especially.the canera enthusiasts, bicycles aren't the only-veluable
things that cyclists possess, . =~ s S = '

one of these doye you'll be gled youw didd . - :
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ROAD SECRETARY'S REPORT = N e

The second half of the year has seen a
remarkable improvement on the part of Graham Colling and Brian
Morrison, the best rides of these two bright boys outclassing
anytkang achieved 8o Jfar by any of our tllustrzous membersa,

' When Jim, Dabbg broke our "12" pecord last year
it was o ride above anything he hdd previously accomplished, although
not unerpeeﬁed by those who knew something of his capabilitiee, and I
believe that hed he ridden ot least one "100" previously he would have
beaten "evens" comfortably. Now Brian hag had ¢ fair amount of
experience in the last couple of years and looks at things in an ;
altogether different light; wlso, he has been steadily improving his
fitness without any over-racing, aend when he decided to ride in the
West London "12" I felt quite confident that he would bhe our first
rider to break that 2){0 barrier. Derek Evens was also riding a "12"
that same day, but he hed gone a little of.f forma I hoped that Derek
would do tt¢, a8 undoubtedly he can, but was not so sure in his case
for Service life is not quite the same, and I knew that he had been
moving around at thie crucial time., JAnyway, to cut a long story short
(I could write a book on this),Brian wae 2nd to Jeely in the Fest -

“London "12" with o ride of 273 miles, just ten milas on Club record,

and Derek did 237 in the Esser event to lead in the Club B.A.R wzth o
new record aggregate.

On the same morning cg this "12" business, we had
a Club "25" on the Hampton course and, knowing that Graham had been
doing evening "10"s in 23 and 2& mznutes, we hod a fair idea that he
would be "knocking ot the door”"s It was therefore fomething of o
disappointment when he was only siz seconds outside the "25" record,
although his 1. 0.55 wes on excellent ride for all that. Ken, Verco
did a "long two", but was quite disgusted ot being "serewed” by two
minuteg, which miqht be a clue! _

After the "25", Ken. and I went down to Shilling-
Jord (by van) to give Brioen o drink, arriving in the nick of time a8
he was up on my most optimistio schedule and was really storming along.
#ith only 8eely in front of him on the rood, we got quite egcitedy but
having seen it all before I had my Jyingers crossed just the some. On
the finishing ocircuit it was obvious that nothing could stop h;m, and
he was actually enjoying it; no back-ache, not hungry, - omoezing.
"How long have I got?" he soys. "How many more miles caon I do?”
"Turn-it-up, chum,” I thought, "what about all those who come after?
You ain't half makzng it hard for SOmebody.” And then we were running
him out (in “the van of course): he did 2% miles in the last § minutes,
how they can 8hift on the Bat ’ Road with the wind behind, to finiah in
the "Lane", the scene of so many triumphs end near-misses, It was a
wonderful ride by o hoy who can be one of the top men, believe you me,

Being in 8such fine form, Brian was keen to do a
5" of course, but had to wailt until the re-run Dinlop Cup event on
the last week-end of the season., In the meontime he had a crock at a
couple of road—races,-raising himself to first category with two very
good rides, Meanwhile, aldo, Graham won the Combine "25" with a
"short two", ond -~ supported by Dovid Kewell ond Bill., Squirrel - won
the team race a8 well. This latter was a pleasant surprise to me,
and must have been o Sheck %o some, - good work Iods. Then, deciding
to hove o last fling on the Bath Road, Graham got out his sprints, put
on M"36" firzed, and went off to ride in the Hounslow "25"., There was

‘the usual speculation of course, and it was generally agreed that

whatever happened he would be faster than ever next year, On hearing
that he had done a¢ "59", I could only conclude that here is the
"horrible fast mon™ that we have been looking for for so-long.  Every-
one wag tickled pink of course, even - nay, especially - Olly, that
the barrier ig down, and I rather fancy that we are entering o new

. phase; not before time, either, Wouldn't it be o nice change to ride im

the Inter-Club "25" with a chance of winning the team?
conono/_?
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: Ve were lucky to have the weather hold out Jor 8o
long, and the Dunlop Cup morning was one of the bhest I have known on
the Ascot course. There was very little wind, and Briaon took Jull
edvantage of the conditions to do fastest time with 2.9.11 and take
the CIub Chempionship ofy Derek with an aggregate mep.h of 22.591.

e loat the team award %o the Hounslow by 2 minutes, but with only
Jour of us riding that was rather to be ezpected; part of the fortune
of war, no doubt, as I'm positive we would have got it on the original
day, Poor David had a real "parcel” in his first-ever "50", hunger I
believe, but he will do some goodi rides next year before going into
"the meb™ By the way, John Thaaker 18 due out any time now and,

aecording to. reports, will be having G go next year,

' There 18 a growing enthusiasn Jor more track racing,
and we will be able to indulge in team-pursuits next year again, with
enough riders %o ensure not only o full %eam when required but also o
potentially faster one than over befores This should be quite interest-
ings I'm sure that trock work is of great benefit to racing men as a
whole, even if it is a bit of bother getting it organised properly.

. Ke had five entries for the W.L.C.A Hill Climb,
which was cancelled with only eighteen entries; rather odd, Odder
8%11l, we cancelled our own Hill Climd Jor the same reason, only two
entries.) WNobody like climbing uphill any more? _ '

*To finigh, I know everyone will join me in o Jew
words of congratulation to Brian on his winning the Club B.A.B - @
very fine ochievement, OCredit is due also o Derek whose aggregate
@8 runner-up i8 fester than ony previous winner 's. Of equal merit is
Grahom’s season-bng onslought ot the one gistance: he won five Club
events, improving in each one, but did not get much Joy out of his
three "opene”. The final attack paid Jor all, though; a bit of the
old "grit and determination” stuff, plus the fast company, saw him
through, and I hod great pleasure in writing 59.M47 in the old Records
Book, : ' '

Phil., Parkinson.,
Hone. Road Seéeretary,
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RACING RESULTS

Aug,. 28, Club "25"  Hampton Sept, 18, Combine "25°,
Ge Colling....ol. 0.55, ' Ge 0011in8uee,el, 2.11,(18%.)
K. VerCOpaca.q-.o-Zl 2059. .D. Kewell-----.lg 5!‘&90 °
Fo Souirrel....l., 5,32, We Squirrel....l, &,
Jg Dab?son..... n-l. 6.22_!1 (Fagtest feam)‘
RQ Mmrdslcynllo 6!&10
P. Summerfield.l, 7. g. Jepte 25. Hounslow "25" H.1.
W‘ Mrana.vllnln 7--1 L]
Rt &iigh.....aglgloo 2; Gi Goll£n8|tﬂil 59'22?0 (6‘&hl)
Jo Bertrand....l.32. 2. (New Club Record)
Auge 28. W.L.C.A 12 Hours. Oct. 2, Dunlop Cup "50".
B, Morrison....247.7 mls.(2nd,Fast, ) Be Morrison....2., 9.11. (lst.)

: Mew Club Recoprd, P, Parkingon...18. 2

R Imiths ses vesPells

dug. 28, FEssexr Roads 12 Hours. Dy Kewelleoaose2a30,

Do E0an8.......237 mls. (approz.) |
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S0iE FINAL PLACINGS

Club Championship. (B.i.R auward)

lst. B, Horrison .. s« 22:591 muapeh
2nd. Dy BUBRE sus we we 2243 "

100 miles Trophy.

1 : ‘
B. HQ?‘?"'KI-E?OR e 09‘: J}!a‘EéuJ—?i.

50 miles Trophy.

- Ds Buang .o se 5o B+ 80 Se

Club events Pointz winnar,

Go Collins,. .. <. 23 pointe.

-

STANDARDS z
| Gold 0 il Gold-Centres
B, Morrison .."12".. 2U7.7 mls. D. Fvana.. .."12".. 237 nls.
‘ "100". s Ue26,17, | "25" . 1. 2435
D. Zvane .. ."100".. J.31. 2. Ge Colline .."25". l. 2.59.

' n " .
Bronze X. Ferco,. t.. 2‘3 6w 1. 2.59.

G. Colling .."30". 1.25.25.
Ke Verco .. 001200"00 J£I51£‘ 60

"iomtug and the wizard prang’”

. by wunlap
i Mope aprings eterncl in the human breast and also
in tomtugs so it was natural thet all these adverts for rihena hovig
and various types of super-grub that appear in the eyeling press had
quite en influence on tomtug but alos after eating em all he found no

promtoed eupswiowrity cos everyone elae ate em too 8o he brooded in the

cabin under the etand at ernill ond swore i would give my soul for a
food that would make me a head or even only o chomp while speaking he
idly rubbed an old trocknut with his hand and suddenly prang o wizord
dppeared o satd tom who are you i am wizard prang the slave of the
magic tracknut said the being well said opportunist tomtug get me a
super-grub to make me a champ nob or head right bosa replied wizard
prang ond immediotely produced o noisome concoction smelling strongly
of benzedrine strychnine ond cocaine which tomtug bolted like a
starveling next day tomtug won the sprint the handicap and the five
and after the meet in the seclusion of the cabin he rubbed the magic
treocknut but when wizard prang oppeared he was' in o vile temper and
said you didn't tell me what your soul waes like the bargains off keep
your 8soul and snatching the magic tracknut from tom he vanished moral
training ¥8 mental os well as physical” ‘

(With ocknowledgements to a contemporary)
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# "UIST FROW THE SAND,.," ‘

% : .
(: -he poddle~steamer, three hours from the
clamour of Ilfracombe in high-holiday mood,
éx/‘ swung in o graceful curve of white foam and
nudged her way into- the little harbour of Tenby, The lingering sun
left a laet trickle of gold aecross summer's indigo sea, and the gulls,
who had followed all the way like a white streamer astern, settled to
regt on the little harbour-croft that bobbed disturbedly in theipr
anchored sleep. The wind had freshened out in the Aristol Chonnel -
had gent ug scurrying for our coats in fact - but here, at last, was
Tenby, wrapped In the soft warmth of o July evening: the little streets
struggled steeply up from the quay, all winding away towards the very
top of the town where the spire of the old grey church 8tood out against
the pale &ky, What better way to arrive, what lovelier introduction to
the Pembrokeshire delights that lay aheod for the ensuing days? '

And the delights were soon to come, for scarce had T

~ pedalled five miles of good road the next morning than I had taken the
advice of a drunken sign, half-hidden in o hedgerow, ond wos bumping
over the stony path te Lydetep Point and morvelling at my first
acquaintance with this symphony of tumbled rocks ond blue-green gebt, of
bickering gulls and quiet, surnlit bays., There is a mogic there, brought
in perhdps by the gea-breeze, and while the sun ghinegs the mogic Is with
you all the woy. It lingers around the old walle of the caestles at
Henorbier and Pembroke; lures you out to Barofundle Bay where the magic
was 8o strong thot I dropped the bike into the hedge, rummaged in the
~bag for the long-neplected bathing-trunks, and raced across the shell-
strewn sand into the erystel water, so clsar that the bottom was o
vigible kaleidescope of colour ond even the shuffling crab on hig after=-
noon saunter along. the sea-bed couldn't go unnodiced; and it calle you
on:(with the aid of "Barta,”) o forgotten Angle, sleeping in the heat
off the afternoon, to Dale, and o the cliffs and colours of St. dnn's
Head, : ' o e A

= i But it was ot Martin's Haven that the spell of
Pembrokeshire's mdgic was ot its strongest, and es I stood high up

above the jagged cliffs the mist began to come in over the gsequined sea.
Thin wisps at first, trailing long scarves acrogs the sun, until, as I
turned towards the north, the whole bay woes filled with white and Tower
Point was wrapping @ showl of mist ehout its shouldera, At Little Hoven
I remarked upen the mist to the lady in the 1little shop ond, detecting
perhaps o Touch of concern in my words, she looked at me ouver the rows
of bottled sweets, ovar the Ilce-cream cones ond the post-cards, ond in
her Welsh voice "like"”, I remembered, "the voice the stars had when they

3 together”, she said...
ang vogevher ? e=sgl "Mist from the sand brings heat to the land,
Mist from the hills brings water to mills."

; "iet from the sand....": it came in ot St. David's
that evening, muffling the narrow streets and shrouding the lovely
cathedrel in o grey blankel of glocom. And as I turned the wheels to

“the east again the following day ond dipped up ond down the narrow
“lanes I could see the broad back of the Prescelly Hills, nothing but
vague outline in the shimmering sun. "Mist from the hills...."; "That's
not mist,” I told myself, "it's hect-haze,” And, phewl, it was,

LeW,s
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OPEN 12 HOURS REPORT _ e

The 3. ¥,R.C 1955 Cpen 12 ﬂburs will, I am asure
you witll all agree, be remembered by wll of us o3 one of the greatest
go far;in our chain of successful 12 Hours promotions. We were given
the honour of promoting the Twelfth National 12 Hours Championship and,
as usual, the South Festern rose admirably to the occosions we had the
agatisfaction of witnessing a superletive ride by the #@nner, Ray Booty,
~ superlative, but with just o little twinge of discppointment in it -
and o general standard of result that statistice have shown to be very
Jine indeed. A greot deal of extre administrative work, mainly to line
up with EeTueT.(C requirements, was involved this year; many alterations
end improvements in feeding were introduced; printing standards were.
raised to do justice to the National aospect of the event; and it is
therefore not surprising that our costs, and subsequently cur general
loss, on the event have been greater than for any of our previous
promotions., But the job was done, and, I Iike to believe, done well,
It 38 not possible jfor me at thig time Yo prepare a more full and
personal report on the event as o whole, but I do hope that the follow-
ing precis of extracts from the official and more poctual report to the
BeT TaC will help to give you an cverall picture., My thonks go out to
all those people, members and otherwise, who worked so well before,
during, and after September lUth, and gove of their best to make the

event the succees that it so -obviously was.

The higgest alteration for this Jears Open 712"
was. the introduction of o fully revised and vartuully new course, H,32.
#e decided many months ago to attempt a revision of the old H.13 course
with the object of eliminating the U3 mile circult which was covered
twice in the same direction and wes, for this reason, found %o be

objectionable to maeny riders, The envisaged new course wes reguired to
"have "out” and "home" legs of sufficaent length to enable riders to

check +their own and other riders’ progress, and to reap the benefit in
respites from the wind resulting from changes of direcition. The new
course gave us this, with a finaol leg out to Cirencester giving riders
a 22 mile leg in which to carry out their ocwn and final checks; and
JSrom 15/ miles onwards o straight run back to the finishing circuit

of 6ll miles, the greater portion of which would be with the cssistance
of the generally prevailing wind., This new course, however, 8till used
the old H}lj fintshing circuit, and when extensive road. repairs were
started in Theale we were forced to find o new fintshing circuit -

and we did so in the Bradfield area north of the Rath Road,. This new
circutt 18 just under ll miles long, some seven mile8 ghorter than the
one used on H.13; it proved 3atzsfactory, and it is8 our opinion thait
i1t i8 not teo short. But one gerious point hog arisen. Owing to the
smoll size of the finishing circutt, It I8 necessary to commence

using it at a rather higher mzleage point than before, 218 niles, and,
cs the 12 miles from Shillingford to Bastildon just prior %o the czrcuat

are some of the hardest on the course, this can be overcome by starting .

in the morning ot Shillingford, proceeding vie Pangbourne, cnd then
along the Both Road leg, Riders would then re-trace and continue the =
course as ot present, re-joining the j%nishznq oircuit in the Thame
area north of the Oxford Road,.

New numbers were made for this year's event, A8
before, they fitted in the diamond of the frame and were paznted black
on o lightweight orange cellulose acetate sheeting. They proved very
satisfactory indeed, and were easily fixed to the machines by means
of rubber straps over and around the top tube In reverse direetion
to each other.

Pegeding this year waes controlled from two centres,
Theale and = for the first time - Longcot, this latier proving o most
satisfactory alternative to our old gite.at Hatford, WNo fewer than
17 feeds were given over the 218 miles of the body of the course; with
a further 2. on the Ffinishing eircuit, repeating as often as required,
Thepre were very few complaints regarding feeding, ond there wos @
surplus of some jfoods. This latter 18 probably due to riders Iin such
an event moking provision for .persSonal féeding arrangementas,
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